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Introduction

Welcome to the latest edition of Subsidence 
Watch 2022, our regular publication aimed at 
fully briefing clients and providing an update 
on developments as they happen throughout the 
season. As always, we look forward to sharing 
some insights from our team of experts to help 
your business be prepared. 

Despite the south east experiencing higher than 
average rainfall during September and October we 
firmly remain in the grasp of a subsidence surge. To 
briefly recap, we define surge as when the number of 
new instructions received is twice the average weekly 
volume, for a minimum of two consecutive weeks. The 
average weekly volume is calculated from the average 
number of claims received each week, during the 
prior six months. To this end, surge conditions were 
declared on 15 August and as the graph below denotes 
our uplift peaked at 475% above the baseline. We are 
currently still running at circa 325%. In 2018 there 
was a gentle uplift towards the middle of October 
which was similar to that experienced this year, before 
volumes started to sharply decline.  

We envisage volumes declining but surge conditions 
continuing until the end of November. Whilst this 
means there could be a further three or four weeks of 
elevated volumes it does mean the surge will conclude 
slightly earlier than in 2018, when surge conditions 
prevailed until mid-December of that year. 

Looking back over the last month, certain areas 
of the UK experienced above average rainfall during 
September. The Government Water Situation Reports 
provide statistics for six geographical areas, as 
detailed on the following map. The percentages shown 
above the geographical area represent the amount 
of rainfall each region received against the long-term 
average. The average being from 1961 to 1990. The 
map demonstrate that most areas were either close 
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Welcome to the latest edition of Subsidence Watch 2022, our regular publication aimed at fully 
briefing clients and providing an update on developments as they happen throughout the season. As 
always, we look forward to sharing some insights from our team of experts to help your business be 
prepared.  
 
Despite the south east experiencing higher than average rainfall during September and October we 
firmly remain in the grasp of a subsidence surge. To briefly recap, we define surge as when the 
number of new instructions received is twice the average weekly volume, for a minimum of two 
consecutive weeks. The average weekly volume is calculated from the average number of claims 
received each week, during the prior six months. To this end surge conditions were declared on 15th 
August and as the graph below denotes our uplift peaked at 475% above the baseline. We are 
currently still running at circa 325%. In 2018 there was a gentle uplift towards the middle of October 
which was similar to that experienced this year, before volumes started to sharply decline.  We 
envisage volumes declining but remaining surge conditions continuing until the end of November. 
Whilst this means there could be a further 3 or 4 weeks of elevated volumes it would still mean the 
surge will conclude slightly earlier than in 2018, when surge conditions prevailed until mid-
December of that year.  
 

 
 
 
Looking back over the last month, certain areas of the UK experienced above average rainfall during 
September. The Government Water Situation Reports provide statistics for six geographical areas, as 
detailed on the following map. The percentages shown above the geographical area represent the 
amount of rainfall each region received against the long-term average. The average being from 1961 
to 1990. The map demonstrate that most areas were either close to the average or above. The 
notable variance being the east which only received 84% of the average rainfall. However, 
interestingly, the south east region in immediate proximity actually received the highest rainfall in 
the sum of 127%.  Also within the first half of October England experienced 87% of its monthly 
average rainfall.  In central southern England and south east 110% of average rainfall was reached by 
13 October.   

 
 

Looking ahead to November, according to the Met office they stated on 29th October that “Across 
the UK, Thursday is likely to see a mixture of sunny spells and blustery showers, though showers will 
be focused across the northwest with much of the southeast staying dry after early rain clears. 
Changeable conditions are likely to continue into the beginning of next week, with spells of rain and 
showers likely for most, particularly the northwest. With the potential for deep lows to form near 
the UK, there is a possibility of severe gales in places, with the windiest conditions likely to the west 
and northwest. Further into the week, there is a greater chance of higher pressure building, which 
may bring drier, cooler conditions with an increasing risk of overnight frost and fog. Overall, 
temperatures likely to remain near or slightly above average for early November. 

(Met Office update: 29th October 2022) 
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Introduction

to the average or above. The notable variance being 
the east which only received 84% of the average 
rainfall. However, interestingly, the south east region 
in immediate proximity actually received the highest 
rainfall in the sum of 127%.  Also within the first half 
of October England experienced 87% of its monthly 
average rainfall.  In central southern England and 
south east 110% of average rainfall was reached by  
13 October.  

Looking ahead to November, according to the 
Met office they stated on 29 October that “Across 
the UK, Thursday is likely to see a mixture of sunny 
spells and blustery showers, though showers will 
be focused across the northwest with much of 
the southeast staying dry after early rain clears. 
Changeable conditions are likely to continue into 
the beginning of next week, with spells of rain and 
showers likely for most, particularly the northwest. 
With the potential for deep lows to form near the UK, 
there is a possibility of severe gales in places, with the 
windiest conditions likely to the west and northwest. 
Further into the week, there is a greater chance of 
higher pressure building, which may bring drier, cooler 

conditions with an increasing risk of overnight frost 
and fog. Overall, temperatures likely to remain near or 
slightly above average for early November

 (Met Office update: 29 October 2022)

Current soil moisture deficits (see page 10), the 
MORECS dropped towards the middle of September 
but then returned to the maximum figure during 
most of October. The last reading, taking during the 
week commencing 25 October provided a reading of 
266.8mm, which is a sharp drop from the previous 
weeks maximum figure of 308.2mm.  We do envisage 
that the MORECS will now continue to drop over the 
forthcoming weeks, similar to that experienced in 
2006.

Is subsidence damage still occurring?  Whilst many 
lower plasticity clay soils will allow the recent rains 
to permeate to depth it will take longer for the rain 
to permeate in higher plasticity clays. Therefore, if 
larger trees are within a rooting zone of influence to 
properties they will still be taking moisture from the 
soil at depth with the risk of damage still materialising, 
albeit the number of new losses will now diminish and 

this is verified by recent monitoring information we 
have secured. 

The latest data indicates that slight recovery is being 
captured on structures with shallow foundations i.e. 
garages etc. This relates to the wetter September and 
rehydration of the upper subsoil. However, the position 
generally differs for monitoring introduced on main 
dwellings and structures with deeper foundations. The 
early October readings showed between 2-10mm of 
downward movement in relation to the August reading. 
However, it should be remembered that when readings 
are taken bimonthly there could have been further 
downward movement in September and we are actually 
on the upward trend now. 



5Subsidence Watch  |  November 2022

Introduction

The graph below provides an overview and example of 
this with the lower line plotted on the graph amended 
to demonstrate a potential scenario, which is drawn 
in red. The optimum downward movement during 
the summer not being captured as we did not take a 
reading in September.

To conclude, various species of trees are now 
experiencing leaf loss and hence their associated 
water demand will diminish. Therefore, this will 
have a direct bearing on moisture abstraction from 
the subsoil and will prevent further clay shrinkage 
materialising. 

Alert status. In view that volumes continue to be 
above 200% of our base line figure we remain in surge 
conditions. 

Subsidence 2022 alert status

1 Business as usual

2 Seasonal upturn only

3 Surge potential

4 Surge considered likely

5 Surge

Disclaimer: The above is not intended to be a definitive guide to the actual  
new subsidence claim numbers to be expected in 2022 and use by a third party  
is entirely at the user’s risk.

Kevin Williams
Head of subsidence & valuations

M	 +44 7880 780255
E	  kevin.williams@uk.sedgwick.com

We have the resources and planning in place to 
adapt and flex to whatever the summer produces.  
For further information about our predictions or our 
range of subsidence services, please contact:

 
 
To conclude, various species of trees are now experiencing leaf loss and hence their associated 
water demand will diminish. Therefore, this will have a direct bearing on moisture abstraction from 
the subsoil and will prevent further clay shrinkage materialising.  
 
Alert status.  In view that volumes continue to be above 200% of our base line figure we remain in 
surge conditions.  
 

Subsidence 2022 alert status 
1 Business as usual 
2 Seasonal upturn only 
3 Surge potential 
4 Surge considered likely 
5 Surge 

 
 
We have the resources and planning in place to adapt and flex to whatever the summer produces. 
For further information about our predictions or our range of Subsidence services, please contact 
Kevin Williams, Kevin Williams, Head of Subsidence, on 07880 780255 or email 
kevin.williams@sedgwick.com . 
 
 
 
Covering email text: 
Welcome to our fourth edition of Subsidence Watch 2022.    
 
Despite the wetter weather experienced during September and October 
the 2022 subsidence surge continues, with volumes remaining at 325%.  
Although volumes remain high, volumes have fallen from their peak of 
475% during August. 
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Weather anomalies
WeatherNet’s weather anomalies up to September 2022

M O N T H L Y  M A X I M U M 

T E M P E R A T U R E

Anomaly by region

Monthly Maximum Temperature Anomaly (Vs 1981-2010 Average) by Region
January 2020 - September 2022
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Weather anomalies
WeatherNet’s weather anomalies up to September 2022

M O N T H L Y  M E A N 

T E M P E R A T U R E

Anomaly by region

Monthly Mean Temperature Anomaly (Vs 1981-2010 Average) by Region
January 2020 - September 2022
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Weather anomalies
WeatherNet’s weather anomalies up to September 2022

M O N T H L Y  R A I N F A L L

Anomaly by region

Monthly Rainfall Anomaly (Vs 1981-2010 Average) by Region
January 2020 - September 2022
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Weather anomalies
WeatherNet’s weather anomalies up to September 2022

M O N T H L Y  S U N S H I N E

Anomaly by region

Monthly Sunshine Anomaly (Vs 1981-2010 Average) by Region
January 2020 - September 2022
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104% 109% 143% 158% 160% 99% 80% 85% 128% 64% 94% 104% 75% 103% 100% 149% 85% 106% 105% 67% 107% 94% 101% 62% 149% 111% 154% 119% 87% 120% 106% 132% 89%

 % of Normal Sunshine Total
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Moisture deficit and rainfall
WeatherNet’s moisture deficits and rainfall up to September 2022

M O N T H L Y  M O I S T U R E 

D E F I C I T  A N D  R A I N F A L L

Current soil moisture deficits, the MORECS dropped towards the middle of September but then 
returned to the maximum figure during most of October. The last reading, taking during the week 
commencing 25th October provided a reading of 266.8mm, which is a sharp drop from the previous 
weeks maximum figure of 308.2.  We do envisage that the MORECS will now continue to drop over 
the forthcoming weeks, similar to that experienced in 2006. 
 

 
 
 
Is subsidence damage still occurring? whilst many lower plasticity clay soils will allow the recent 
rains to permeate to depth it will take longer for the rain to permeate in higher plasticity clays. 
Therefore, if larger trees are within a rooting zone of influence to properties they will still be taking 
moisture from the soil at depth with the risk of damage still materialising, albeit the number of new 
losses will now diminish and this is verified by recent monitoring information we have secured. The 
latest data indicates that slight recovery is being captured on structures with shallow foundations i.e. 
garages etc. This relates to the wetter September and rehydration of the upper subsoil. However, 
the position generally differs for monitoring introduced on main dwellings and structures with 
deeper foundations. The early October readings showed between 2 and 10mm of downward 
movement in relation to the August reading. However, it should be remembered that when readings 
are taken bimonthly there could have been further downward movement in September and we are 
actually on the upward trend now. The graph below provides an overview and example of this with 
the lower line plotted on the graph amended to demonstrate a potential scenario, which is drawn in 
red. The optimum downward movement during the summer not being captured as we did not take a 
reading in September. 
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Rainfall
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The Hydrological Outlook provides an insight into future 
hydrological conditions across the UK.  Specifically it 
describes likely trajectories for river flows and groundwater 
levels on a monthly basis, with particular focus on the next 
three months. 

The complete version of the Hydrological Outlook UK can 
be found at: www.hydoutuk.net/latest-outlook/

Period:  from October 2022
Issued:  10.10.2022

using data to the end of September 2022

The outlook for October and for the October–December 
period is for below normal river flows in central, eastern 
and southern England.  Elsewhere, river flows are likely 
to be in the normal range.  Groundwater levels for October 
are likely to be normal to below across the country, 
and exceptionally low in southern England.  Over the 
three-month period, levels are expected to return to the 
normal range.
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Groundwater records
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Groundwater levels - September 2022
The calculation of ranking has been modified from that used in summaries published prior to October 2012.  It is now 
based on a comparison between the most recent level and levels for the same date during previous years of record.  Where 
appropriate, levels for earlier years may have been interpolated.  The rankings are designed as a qualitative indicator, and 
ranks at extreme levels, and when levels are changing rapidly, need to be interpreted with caution.

1/25

Exceptionally low levels

Notably low levels

Below normal

Normal range

Above normal

Notably high levels

Exceptionally high levels

Monthly rank/Period of record 
(record high/low when circled)

Key

Aquifer

Devonian/Carboniferous 
limestone/sandstone

Magnesian limestone

Permo Triassic sandstones

Jurassic limestone

Chalk

 Groundwater . . . Groundwater

12/38

9/134

8/51

26/73

12/62

46/135

13/58

7/90

11/52

5/128 4/187

43/80
18/53

2/49

10/77

14/59

6/64

19/51

35/43

7/51

9/49

23/48

9/55

10/42

31/42

13/30

4/54

6/46

1/27

2/29

11/47

5/50

10/79

20/32

25/39

3/26

3/19

3/29
Killyglen

Dalton
Holme

Wetwang

Washpit 
Farm

Stonor
Park

Therfield
Rectory

Redlands
Hall

Rockley
Little

Bucket 
Farm

Compton
House

Chilgrove 
House

Westdean No.3

Lime
Kiln
Way

Ashton
Farm

West 
Woodyates 

Manor

New Red 
Lion

Ampney 
Crucis

Llanfair 
D.C.

Skirwith

Bussels
No.7a

Alstonfield

Nuttalls
Farm

Dial
Farm

Aylesby

Brick 
House
Farm

Newbridge

Tilshead

Houndean

Pant y 
Lladron

Greenfield Garage

Aycliffe

Frying Pan 
Lodge

Chipstead

Royalty 
Observatory

Weir Farm

Easter Lathrisk

Feddan Junction

Annan

© BGS NERC 2022

Groundwater levels - September 2022
The calculation of ranking has been modified from that used in summaries published prior to October 2012.  It is now 
based on a comparison between the most recent level and levels for the same date during previous years of record.  Where 
appropriate, levels for earlier years may have been interpolated.  The rankings are designed as a qualitative indicator, and 
ranks at extreme levels, and when levels are changing rapidly, need to be interpreted with caution.

1/25

Exceptionally low levels

Notably low levels

Below normal

Normal range

Above normal

Notably high levels

Exceptionally high levels

Monthly rank/Period of record 
(record high/low when circled)

Key

Aquifer

Devonian/Carboniferous 
limestone/sandstone

Magnesian limestone

Permo Triassic sandstones

Jurassic limestone

Chalk



caring counts   |   sedgwick.com/uk


